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Santiago, March 8, 2021 

 
 
Dr. Juan Carlos Sáez 
Director  
Centro Interdisciplinario de Neurociencia de Valparaíso 
Valparaíso-Chile 
 
Dear Juan Carlos, 
 

On behalf of Fundación Ciencia & Vida, I would like to reaffirm our interest 
in collaborating in training of advanced human capital, research & development, 
intellectual property and technology transfer and in the creation of science-based 
businesses with the Centro Interdisciplinario de Neurociencia de Valparaíso 
(CINV). This alliance would be the natural continuation of the successful 
collaborations between the two institutions carried out during the past 10 years. We 
value very much our collaborative research projects funded by FONDECYT. During 
these years, 3 projects were granted to members of both Centers of Excellence which 
have partially supported the nurturing of 3 PhD thesis and the research work of 3 
post-doctoral fellows. As a result of these collaborations, 12 original research articles 
were published in well-recognized international journals (e.g., Biophysical J, Invest. 
Dermatol and Frontiers in Physiol). Moreover, the generation of the first spin-off 
(CONNECTOMICA SPA) derived from the joint research of members of our Centers 
of Excellence needs to be underscored. The recent internationalization of 
CONNECTOMICA INC, USA (http://www.connectomica.com) demonstrated our 
joint path to support, up to our knowledge, the first spin-off created as an alliance 
between members of two Chilean Centers of Excellence in Research. Derived from 
one R+D project unfolded in collaboration between CINV, FCV and 
CONNECTOMICA, new molecules that control chronic inflammatory responses 
were discovered, and the intellectual property was claimed internationally via PCT 
in two patent applications. In these joint ventures, both the FCV and CINV 
Translational and intellectual Property Units played a relevant role.  
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 Of note, in 2017, members of both centers also participated on the Chilean 
Initiative for Neuromorphic Computing, a national effort joining researchers from 5 
National Center for Excellence in Research that was funded by the U.S. Air Force 
Office of Scientific Research (AFOSR award number FA9550-16-1-0384). The 
successful performance of our team (forming Line 3) during this initiative, leading 
to 3 publications and 1 postdoctoral position will be prosecuted via the ANID 
Vanguard Initiative that should be open for proposals during the first semester of 
2021.  

Looking forward to continue of successful collaboration in the years to come, 
with best regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Tomas Perez-Acle, Ph.D. 
Director 

BASAL Funding Program 
Fundación Ciencia & Vida 




